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Sex is rarely a harmonious process, and males and females often have conflicting evolutionary interests over reproduction. In most
species such conflict rarely ends at mating because females typically mate with multiple males (polyandry), thus extending the
opportunities for sexual selection to include sperm competition (where ejaculates from different males compete for fertilization) and
cryptic female choice (where females moderate this competition). Using a small livebearing fish, the guppy, I study pre- and postcopulatory sexual selection to unravel strategies used by males and females to maximize their own reproductive success. In this seminar
I will present results from my ongoing research that explores how these reproductive conflicts of interest play out across the sexual
selection continuum (pre- and postcopulatory sexual selection). Insights from this work reveal how the females’ choice of attractive mates
can be undermined by male behavioural strategies, how males make faster sperm to win the (sperm competition) race while ‘fussy’ females
potentially counteract these effects by slowing them down, and ultimately why choosing the most popular male may yet pay off for females.
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