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An exciting project is on the way in Bavaria, bearing the chance for (life-)scientists to build a bridge to education and society
and to thus promote research and the importance of Life Sciences. The “Namu initiative” publicly and politically promotes the
implementation of a state-of-the-art Life Sciences Museum for Bavaria. Located prominently at Nymphenburg castle in Munich
it will become the nucleus of a new cultural center of Munich along with the Staatliche Naturwissenschaftliche Sammlungen
Bayern, the other local museums and the famous botanical gardens. The planned museum is intended to fill the yawning gap in
the cultural, educational and academic landscape of Bavaria and at the same time complement Life Sciences as a counterpart to
the technology-focussed Deutsches Museum. It is a project to be implemented by the ministry of Arts and Sciences along with a
private initiative and broad support from the public. The planned museum sets high expectations as it is supposed to meet the
highest standards and compete with the best natural sciences museums in Europe. The motivation is to create not only a modern
platform for education and a forum for environmental and life-science-related question for the general public, but also a public
outreach centre for scientists. Given the growing decline in young academics in the natural sciences, regardless of the increasing economical importance of the life sciences and biotechnologies, the probably most important function is to serve as a link
between schools and academia. The aim is to awaken interest in nature and natural sciences in kids and inspire young people to
pursue an academic/scientific career.
As scientists it is one of our responsibilities to share our knowledge, to contribute to innovation in our society and to inspire
others with the results of our research. In this respect the planned museum could be used as an efficient platform for this purpose.
The „NaMu“ project and the initiative will be presented followed by a discussion on how scientists and scientific institutions like
the MPI Seewiesen can get involved.
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